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centuries. Mr. L Ito, a bright young man who
is now studying medicine at the Tokyo Imperial
University, explained that kwoyaki, or burned black
things, are medicines of the people rather than the
inventions of learned doctors. A certain Cho-
chukei, a Chinese doctor of antiquity, is purported
to have conceived the method of curing ailments
indirectly with fotrtyaki. His plan was to find the
true cause of illness which, he .claimed, was
usually psychic or mental, and then proceed to
treat the difficulty indirectly through the elimina-
tion of the syniptoms. His theories and remedies
came to Japan principally in the Ashikaga era.
The earliest written record of the use of such medi-
cine was made in the fifteenth century when the
wife of Sakanoue-no-Tamuramaro used the embryo
of a deer as medicine at the time of the birth of
her child,
"We call them kuroyaki because such medi-
cines are composed mainly of various animals,
insects and animal parts which have been put into
earthenware pots and roasted until they are
charred black/* said the young man as he pointed
to great piles of blackened pots which were stacked
to the very top of the high ceiling of the store
room, reminding me more of the finds of an
archaeologist than containers of useable medicine.